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Searching for Classic Car Mechanics 

  

Many members have approached me asking who works 
and maintains my classic cars. Almost every case, I 
maintain and repair my own cars. My grandfather, who 
was a mechanic, mentored me as a teenager on setting 
points, timing, and spark plug gaps. Brakes, water pumps, 
and other facets of auto repair and maintaince were 
learned from the school of hard knocks. Enough of my 
background. 

  

Members of our club should look to fellow members to ask 
questions and advice. I have answered many questions 
concerning problems and maintenance on our classic 
cars. On occasion, I have worked on members cars on a 
limited basis because of time constraints. 

  

When looking for a mechanic to work on your classic car, 
one must remember nearly all mechanics were not born 
when your car was manufactured. Many don’t know of the 
primitive systems of our cars. Many shops are not geared 
to working on older cars, and don’t want their lifts and 
shop space occupied while waiting on parts, which can be 
a hassle and time consuming for classic T-birds and other 
makes of cars. In having my engine rebuilt in my 58 T-bird, 
and my transmission rebuilt in my 64 T-bird, I experienced 
shoddy workmanship and many items I had to adjust and 
fix when my cars were returned. I now have a shop with a 
lift and have removed my own engines and transmissions 
and taken them to trusted shops for rebuilding. 

  



I have spoken to members who have experienced 
arrogance and long wait times to have their cars worked 
on. In the future, we will have to rely on word of mouth to 
find mechanics to work on our vintage cars. I know of an 
old time mechanic that is good at rebuilding Old Holley tea 
pot carburetors and all ford carburetors. He lives north of 
Kendallville, IN. For engine, transmission, and rear end 
rebuilding, I remove these items and have them rebuilt by 
reputable small shops. Half of all costs of rebuilding these 
items is removal and replacement. 

  

Soon we will be driving our T-birds. Before waking our 
cars up, check all fluids, tires, exhaust systems, and all 
belts and hoses. These are chores that everyone can do. 
Happy Motoring! 

  

Respectively Submitted, 

Larry L. Sneary 

 


